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I.S.B. #9582
P.O. Box 2816
Boise, ID 83701
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO
STATE OF IDAHO,

)
)
Plaintiff-Respondent,
)
)
v.
)
)
QUAYD JOHN CHARLES JONES, )
)
Defendant-Appellant.
)
______________________________)

NO. 44122
ADA COUNTY NO. CR 2015-12079
APPELLANT’S BRIEF

STATEMENT OF THE CASE
Nature of the Case
After Quayd Jones pled guilty to burglary and lewd conduct, the district court sentenced
him to a total term of twenty-eight years, with three years fixed. Mr. Jones appeals from his
judgment of conviction and challenges his sentences as excessive in light of the mitigating
factors in his case. He asks that the Court reduce his total combined sentence to ten years, with
one and one-half years fixed.
Statement of Facts and Course of Proceedings
According to Mr. Jones, his childhood “wasn’t so bad.” (PSI, p.10.) Both of his parents
struggled with mental illness, his father was a recovering alcoholic and was abusive, and his
mother was a recovering methamphetamine user. (PSI, pp.10, 46; Tr., p.43, Ls.1–2, p.56, Ls.14–
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20.) His parents divorced when he was between six and eight years old. (PSI, p.10.) In school,
Mr. Jones was not particularly focused on academics, and was in some special education classes.
(PSI, pp.10, 12.) But he was an athlete who played football, hockey, and lacrosse. (PSI, pp.10,
27–28.)
Mr. Jones started drinking and smoking pot when he was twelve or thirteen (PSI, pp.14,
45), but his drug use did not get out of control until after he broke both of his knees in an
accident (PSI, pp.10, 13, 45). Things went downhill after that. (PSI, p.13.) He couldn’t play
sports anymore, became depressed, and turned to acid and other hard drugs. (PSI, pp.10, 24, 26,
28–29). He committed a number of misdemeanor offenses, mostly related to drugs and alcohol.
(PSI, pp.6–9, 43.) When the crimes at issue here took place, he was on misdemeanor probation.
(PSI, pp.6–9, 43). He was also in drug treatment, but apparently still used drugs. (PSI, pp.9, 14.)
He was only twenty years old. (PSI, pp.2–3.)
Mr. Jones does not remember all of the early morning hours of August 21, 2015—he had
been out drinking that night, and was under the influence of acid. (Tr., p.10, L.14–p.11, L.8;
PSI, p.6.) But, according to the PSI, Mr. Jones first tried to get inside of the home of a woman in
his neighborhood and then asked her if she wanted to “go behind the house and have some fun.”
(PSI, pp.3–4.) He later went to another neighbor’s home where two young girls were sleeping in
the living room. (PSI, p.4.) According to the girls, Mr. Jones first fondled the younger girl,
L.G., and tried to pull down her underwear. (Id.) After that, he molested the older girl, A.G.
(Id.)
Mr. Jones pled guilty to burglary and lewd conduct related to the incident with A.G.
(R., pp.72–79; Tr., p.18, L.15–p.19, L.20.) The State recommended a sentence of ten years, with
three years fixed, for burglary, and life, with three years fixed, for lewd conduct. (Tr., p.40,
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Ls.1–4.) Mr. Jones asked for a period of retained jurisdiction with an underlying sentence of ten
years with one and one-half years fixed. (Tr., p.47, Ls.7–21.) The district court sentenced
Mr. Jones to concurrent terms of ten years, with three years fixed, for burglary, and twenty-eight
years, with three years fixed, for lewd conduct. (R, pp.84–87; Tr., p.63, Ls.7–18.) Mr. Jones
timely appealed. (R., pp.92–93.)
ISSUE
Did the district court abuse its discretion when it sentenced Mr. Jones to a combined term of
twenty-eight years, with three years fixed, for burglary and lewd conduct?
ARGUMENT
The District Court Abused Its Discretion When It Sentenced Mr. Jones To A Combined Unified
Term Of Twenty-Eight Years, With Three Years Fixed, For Burglary And Lewd Conduct
When a defendant challenges his sentence as excessively harsh, this Court will conduct
an independent review of the record, taking into account “the nature of the offense, the character
of the offender, and the protection of the public interest.” State v. Miller, 151 Idaho 828, 834
(2011). The Court reviews the district court’s sentencing decision for an abuse of discretion,
which occurs if the district court imposed a sentence that is unreasonable, and thus excessive,
“under any reasonable view of the facts.” State v. Strand, 137 Idaho 457, 460 (2002); State v.
Toohill, 103 Idaho 565, 568 (Ct. App. 1982). “A sentence is reasonable if it appears necessary to
accomplish the primary objective of protecting society and to achieve any or all of the related
goals of deterrence, rehabilitation, or retribution.” Miller, 151 Idaho at 834. Mr. Jones’s
sentences are excessive in light of the mitigating evidence in this case.
Mr. Jones’s drug abuse, which has shaped his life over the last few years and surely
contributed to these crimes, is the strongest mitigating factor. Mr. Jones reported that he used
about “four tabs” of acid every other day for the four years before this crime. (PSI, p.33.) He
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was drunk and high on acid when he committed this crime, he does not remember everything
that happened that night, and he maintains that he would not have committed these crimes if he
had been sober. (PSI, pp.6, 38). Fortunately, Mr. Jones has reflected on his actions and his life
since his incarceration, and he has found the motivation to continue focusing on his sobriety once
he is released from prison. (PSI, p.15.) He wants to participate in substance abuse and sex
offender treatment. (PSI, p.39.)
Also favoring a lower sentence is the support of Mr. Jones’s parents, step-mother, stepbrother, niece, cousin, and family friends. (PSI, pp.10, 24–31, 47–48, 95–97.) All of his family
members and family friends painted the same picture of Mr. Jones—a good young man who fell
into depression and drugs after losing the ability to pursue his dreams, but who deserved a
second chance. (PSI, pp.24–31, 95–97.) His mother wrote to the court about the Quayd Jones
she knows—a young man who is loyal, respectful, and compassionate, and who always helps his
family. (PSI, p.24.) Misty Hayter, who appears to be a social worker or service provider to
Mr. Jones’s mother, made bi-weekly visits to the family over the course of two years and got to
know Mr. Jones and the rest of his family well. (PSI, p.96.) She described Mr. Jones as very
involved with his family and enthusiastic to help with his mother’s therapy. (Id.) In her opinion,
Mr. Jones’s crimes were “completely out of character and isolated.”

(Id.)

Finally,

Mr. Cooledge, a seventy-two-year-old veteran who Mr. Jones helped with chores around the
house, also wrote to the court in support of Mr. Jones. (PSI, p.97.) Mr. Cooledge has known
Mr. Jones for over a decade, and described him as polite and helpful. (Id.)
Next, Mr. Jones’s accountability and remorse stands in mitigation. During the plea
hearing, Mr. Jones told the court that “I mainly just want to apologize to everybody that I am
putting this through. And I understand that I did do wrong.” (Tr., p.19, L.24–p.20, L.2.) He told
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the PSI investigator that he was “truly sorry” about having to put everyone through this, but all
he could do is apologize and “take action.” (PSI, p.15.) Although the PSI investigator did not
believe Mr. Jones fully understood the way his actions impacted the victims in this case, the
investigator did believe he was sincere when he said that he did not want to be a criminal or a sex
offender. (PSI, p.18.)
Finally, Mr. Jones touched on many of these themes at the sentencing hearing:
I understand that I am dealing with some serious stuff and that I take
completely all for my actions [sic]. And I just gotta say that I was young and I
was young and dumb. And I was using drugs. I was a teenager and I have
literally—I have forgotten the way sobriety feels. And I have been sober for
almost going on eight months now. It’s not that long, but it’s the longest that I
can remember almost since I started using drugs.
I have been able to process a lot more better [sic] and think about things
and actually wanting to do something. Yes, I understand that I have also have
[sic] said that I am wanting to be a different person and everything, but at the
same time I was a teenager. I was young. I was just trying to get away with
things and still have fun.
I am still pretty young, but I am wanting to actually make a difference
now because I have never been in this much of trouble and it’s definitely have put
[sic] a scare in me. As long as I feel like I can stay sober and stay busy, I think
that I would definitely be able to make a complete different change.
With the rider system, the programming, I really want programming. Not
just the sex offender programming, but especially my drug abuse. Because I think
that is what is my biggest—one of my biggest issues is using drugs. I have a past
history of that. I can’t hide that. And I really do want to change that in me
because I feel amazing.
I can wake up at 4:00 in the morning and shave and stay up all day and
still be energized to this moment. Instead of sleeping in all day and then waking
up at night and then going asleep again. I just feel a lot better with the energy that
I have without using and everything. And I just want to be able to give back to
the community as well and make amends for the actions and the mistakes that I
have actually done to everybody. Not just to myself but to everybody that I have
hurt. I don’t have much else to say, but I am very apology [sic] to everybody that
I have hurt.
(Tr., p.48, L.12–p.50, L.6.) Going forward, Mr. Jones plans to change the way he lives by
staying busy, staying sober, rejoining his church, and finding new friends. (PSI, pp.11, 15.)
When he is released from prison, he will be able to live with his mother. (PSI, p.11.)
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In light of these mitigating factors, the district court abused its discretion by sentencing
him to a total term of twenty-eight years, with three years fixed, for burglary and lewd conduct.
CONCLUSION
Mr. Jones respectfully requests that this Court reduce his total combined sentence to ten
years, with one and one-half years fixed.
DATED this 4th day of October, 2016.

___________/s/______________
MAYA P. WALDRON
Deputy State Appellate Public Defender
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